
Together	we'll	explore	the	transforming	power	and	ministry	potential	of	spreading	the	
Gospel	through	digital	and	social	media.	We'll	look	at	ways	to	use	YouTube,	Facebook	
and	other	media	as	formational	and	informational	tools,	as	well	as	best	safe	church	
practices.	We'll	examine	what	digital	fellowship	and	connection	look	like	at	their	best,	
and	how	to	teach	youth	the	value	and	importance	of	"un-plugging"	on	a	regular	basis.	
	

1. Opening	Prayer	
2. Introduction	

a. Quote	from	Brian	D.	McLaren	(New	Kind	of	Christianity)	an	author,	
speaker,	activist,	and	public	theologian.	A	former	college	English	
teacher	and	pastor,	he	is	an	ecumenical	global	networker	among	
innovative	Christian	leaders	

b. Via	Media	–	Via	Modem	–	mom	got	that	concept	long	before	I	did	and	
made	“church”	with	people	all	around	the	world	on	a	listserve.	

3. Youth	Ministry	is	relational		-		
i. does	this	mode	foster	a	stronger	relationship	between	the	
youth	and	the	church,	the	youth	and	the	other	youth,	the	
church	and	the	community?	(Includes	Informational	–	
welcoming)	

4. Youth	Ministry	is	Formational:	Storytelling	–	does	it	help	me	tell	our	2,000	
year	old	story	in	a	new	way?	Does	it	inspire	people	to	become	more	deeply	
connected	to	their	spiritual	life?	Or	to	deeper	connections	with	the	world	
around	them?		

a. Aware	of	the	dangers	of	the	medium	–	rampant	narcissism,	
depression,	feelings	of	isolation.	Will	be	entirely	that	place	if	we	let	it.	

b. Talk	often	to	your	kids	about	the	real	value	in	unplugging,	in	real	
connections,	in	quiet	time	to	listen	for	God.	

5. Best	Practices	for	using	Social	Media	
a. Know	yourself	and	don’t	pretend	to	be	something	you	aren’t.	Be	

Genuine.		
i. What	is	your	unique	personality?	There	could	be	12	churches	
within	a	10-mile	radius,	and	yet	each	has	its	own	unique	
characteristics:	one	has	great	music,	another	has	a	Latino	Mass,	
another	has	strong	mission	and	outreach	programs.	

ii. 	In	what	particular	way	do	you	hope	to	serve	God?		
iii. What	are	your	specific	social	or	spiritual	goals?	
iv. Once	you	identify	your	uniqueness,	you	should	then	speak	in	

the	most	authentic	voice	possible—on	your	website,	on	
Twitter,	on	Facebook,	on	any	YouTube	videos	you	post.	



v. Allow	who	you	are	to	guide	which	technologies	you	embrace.	
b. Know	your	audience		-	ask	the	youth	frequently	which	sites	they	

spend	the	most	time	on	and	why.		What	are	they	looking	for?	Before	
you	spend	time	and	money	creating	an	“ap”	for	smartphones	or	ipads.	

c. Know	your	media	–	understand	the	different	forms	of	social	media	
and	what	they	can	best	be	used	for.	Learn	how	to	cross-pollinate	
across	platforms	to	save	your	self	time	

i. Automatically	update	facebook	from	twitter,	or	youtube,	pull	in	
your	blog	feed	to	your	FB	or	Twitter	feed.	

d. Know	your	message	–	What	you	need	to	communicate	will	also	help	
inform	your	choice	of	medium	to	express	it.	

6. Facebook	–	across	platforms	and	devices,	can	reach	students	quickly	
a. Facebook	is	now	the	top	source	of	traffic	(over	Google)	for	major	

news	and	entertainment	portals	such	as	Yahoo	and	MSN,	the	“social	
web”	is	becoming	an	increasingly	dominant	force	in	terms	of	driving	
traffic	flows	on	the	Internet		

b. Church	page	–	unlike	your	web	page,	doesn’t	need	to	host	all	of	your	
church	information.	include	links	that	drive	people	to	your	website.	

c. Groups	pages	–	open	v.	closed	groups	How	To:	Make	a	list	of	the	top	
five	programs	that	make	your	congregation	unique	(e.g.,	your	church’s	
MOPs	group,	pre-school,	or	mission	trip	team).	Create	Facebook	pages	
and	Twitter	accounts	for	each	program,	and	delegate	responsibility	
for	each	account	to	a	member	of	your	community	who	is	active	in	that	
particular	area.	

d. Promoting	events:	invites,	attendance,	tagging	people	and	locations,	
share	button	

e. Driving	web	traffic	(linking	twitter	and	FB,	blogs,	youtube)	
f. Messaging	groups-		text	messages	
g. Inviting	conversation:	don’t	be	too	controlling,	When	you	post	a	

sermon,	encourage	people	to	tell	you	what	they	think	of	it.	When	you	
put	up	a	new	video	on	YouTube,	keep	going	back	to	see	what	people	
say	about	it—and	respond	to	their	comments..		As	much	about	the	
content	of	the	question	as	it	is	inviting	people	to	participate	in	a	
relationship.	Rev.	Nadia	often	asks	for	thoughts	while	she’s	sermon	
writing,	and	includes	sometimes	includes	them	in	her	sermons…	

h. Relational	Ministry	and	Pastoral	Care	–	Sample	status	messages	–	
means	I	jump	start	my	Sundays.	Know	what	questions	to	ask.	

i. Safe	Church	Practices:		



i. What	are	your	policies	on	friending	youth?	Some	youth	group	
leaders	make	separate	pages	for	their	professional	and	“real”	
personae,	if	one	–	be	vigilant	about	boundaries	and	make	sure	
your	priest	has	full	access.		

ii. Be	friends	with	parents	
iii. “Closed”	Groups	should	have	2	unrelated	administers	&	be	

open	to	parents	
iv. 	refrain	from	chats:	1.	Adults	should	refrain	from	initiating	

video	chats	with	youth.	Participants	in	a	video	chat	or	blog	
should	consider	what	will	be	shown	in	the	video	such	as	their	
surroundings,	their	clothing/state	of	dress,	etc.All	transcripts	
of	on-line	text	chats,	video	chats,	blogs	or	video	blogs	should	be	
saved	when	possible.	All	clergy	and	adults	engaged	in	ministry	
with	youth	should	consider	the	content	and	nature	of	any	post	
that	will	be	read	by	or	visible	to	youth.	Your	voice	is	often	
considered	the	voice	of	the	church.	

v. Educate	the	parents	
vi. GOOGLE+	hangouts	

7. Twitter	
a. Real-time	event	reporting:	at	youth	events,	conferences,	camps,	

General	Convention	
b. Event	promotion:	Hashtags,	links,	retweeting	
c. Direct	Messaging	(and	tagging)	

8. YouTube	(Vimeo):	digital	camera,	dv	camera	(flip	camera),	video	editing	
software	(Windows	movie	maker,	iMovie)	Most	video	editing	software	
allows	you	to	save	to	several	formats	including	ipod	compatible	

a. Pre-Event	Publicity:	share	on	FB	and	Twitter	–	when	you	upload,	
Youtube	will	ask	if	you	want	to	autoshare	with	FB,	Twitter,	MySpace,	
etc)	

b. Event	Wrap	up:	Invite	youth	to	make	videos	that	capture	an	event	
(made	with	flip	camera,	digital	camera,	imovie,	permission	from	the	
musicians)	

i. Music	other	than	your	own,	FB	will	place	an	ad	to	buy	the	
music	and	won’t	be	viewable	in	some	countries	and	you	could	
be	in	trouble	for	copyright	violation	

ii. Get	permission.	
iii. YouTube	offers	a	service	called	audio	swap.	
iv. Many	video	editing	programs	have	a	soundtrack	creator	

function.	



c. Church	or	group	introduction	–	video	for	the	National	Association	for	
Episcopal	Christian	Education	Directors.		

i. Made	from	pictures		&video	submitted,	music	permission	from	
the	musician,	Fran	McKendree.	You	could	make	an	
introductory	video	for	your	different	groups	–	youth	group,	
campus	ministry.	I	do	one	each	year	that	is	specifically	about	
our	Christian	Formation	programs.	

9. Digital	and	Social	Media	as	Formational	tools:	STORYTELLING	–	using	social	
media	to	tell	our	faith	story.	

i. Facebook	
1. Page	posts	
2. prayers	
3. meditations	
4. links	

ii. Twitter	
1. Status	updates	to	share:	

a. Prayers,	Bible	verses,	meditations,	quotes	
Tweeting	the	Gospel	–	lack	of	context,	
evangelical	trend		

b. Creative	storytelling		-	Natwivity		
c. Virtual	worship	–	Virtual	Abbey	

iii. YouTube/vimeo	
1. Podcasts:	digital	video	camera,	editing	software.	Doesn’t	

need	to	be	high	tech	but	should	be	in	your	church’s	
unique	“voice”.	Fr.	Matthew	Moretz	

2. Teaching	Videos:	Assign	to	watch	at	home	or	watch	
together	in	class,	or	link	to	after	a	class	to	expand	on	a	
point.	Ausburg	Fortress	from	their	Re:Form	
series…Sparkhouse	

3. Storytelling:	creative	storytelling	–	40,	The	Christmas	
Story	

4. Inspiration:	Eric	Whittacre	
	 	
	 	



	
	
Video	podcast	for	teaching:		http://www.youtube.com/user/FatherMatthew	
	
	 Baptism:	
http://www.youtube.com/user/FatherMatthew#p/c/9976458465681B56/4/zLBR
ujWQc6c	
	
Who	Wrote	the	Bible:	
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARdwIWDnE90&feature=related	
	
The	Christmas	Story:	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zduwusyip8M	
	
Lego	Nativity		
	
	
Collection	of	resources:	http://beingchurchin21stc.wordpress.com/pt2025/10-
mediated-multisite-mega/guidelines-for-internet-use/	
	
To	inspire:	Eric	Whitacre’s	Virtual	Choir	
	
	
http://beingchurchin21stc.wordpress.com/	
	
	
Safe	Church	Practices:		
	
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/guides/web/	
	
Helpful	programs:	
HandBrake	
Mactubes	
	
	
Applications	for	different	platforms	
Google	plus	huddle	
	
Simple	TXT	http://www.simplyyouthministry.com/txt.html	
	
	
Natwivity:	http://natwivity.com/	
	
http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/movi
ng_online-faith_formation_in_a_digital_age_lytle.pdf	



http://www.buildfaith.org/	
	
Daily	meditations	for	your	mp3	player:	http://www.pray-as-you-go.org/	
	
http://www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/		A devotional website designed for 
youth, contemplative music welcomes the visitor to d365, an invitation 
to explore the theme of each week. Going through a series of 
separate pages, there is a time to pause, to reflect before moving on 
to listen to the day’s scripture, based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary. A product of Passport, Inc., this site is supported in 
partnership with the Presbyterian Church (USA), Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship and The Episcopal Church. 
 
contains high-resolution images of biblical sites in Israel and other 
countries to use for teaching. The collection includes more than 4500 
pictures in jpg format. 
 
Bible in a Minute: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ar_k8JjVWQA 
 
Resurrection Sunday Flash Mob dance in Budapest: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5dSIL358NM	
	
	


