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GOD IS IN THE  
MIDST OF THE CITY
— PSALM 46:5

“God is in the midst of the city.” Last year, our Stewardship 
Council selected this as our Every Member Canvass theme, 
and something wholly unexpected happened. Almost 
immediately, this verse from Psalm 46 became much 
more than a slogan. Parishioners read it, repeated it, and 
recognized its deep truth. The theme came up in our 
outreach work, in our council meetings, and in coffee-hour 
conversation. 

God is in the midst of our great city, and Christ Church 
Cathedral serves as God’s icon in the heart of Houston. 
Psalm 46:5 speaks with clarity and power to our Cathedral 
experience, of God inspiring and guiding our mission 
and ministry. In recognition of this truth, the Stewardship 
Council has elected to keep Psalm 46:5 as our guiding theme 
for this year’s EMC. 
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GOD IS ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU  
WITH EVERY BLESSING IN ABUNDANCE 
SO THAT BY HAVING ENOUGH, YOU MAY  
SHARE ABUNDANTLY IN EVERY GOOD WORK
— 2 CORINTHIANS 9:8

As the Stewardship Council studied scripture and 
prayed about this year’s EMC, we were also struck 
by the many ways in which God has blessed the 
Cathedral. We are a growing, vibrant community 
of faith. “What should our faithful response be to 
God’s blessings?” we asked. And St. Paul provided the 
answer in 2 Corinthians 9:8. We are each called to 
share our blessings abundantly, so that Christ Church 
Cathedral can continue to share the Good News of 
God in the midst of our city.
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As we experienced remarkable growth, 
vitality, and commitment this past 
year, we were able for the first time in 
a long time to enhance investment in 
our various vital ministries. After several 
years of flat ministry budgets, our 
Outreach budget increased 16%, Children 
and Youth Ministries increased 25%, 
Welcome and Evangelism increased 
by half, and Pastoral Care doubled. 
In other words, we put our money in 
service where it should be: directly into 
ministries that build up our Cathedral 
life. In 2016, we want to continue this 
momentum and again increase our 
investment in vital ministries that 
proclaim God in the midst of the city!
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AS WE CONTINUE 
TO ENACT OUR 
CATHEDRAL VISION 
ACTION PLAN, 
WE ARE SHARING 
OUR BLESSINGS 
ABUNDANTLY, 
REVEALING GOD IN THE 
MIDST OF OUR CITY.

community life: In addition to favorite annual events such  
as the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Episcopal Night 
at the Ballpark, the Cathedral’s community life is increasingly 
focused on opportunities for multiple generations. Children, 
retirees, and everyone in between are coming together in 
Cathedral identity, both at Christ Church and in the various 
neighborhoods in which we live. Recent Pub Trivia nights and 
Popcorn Theology movie nights are two examples, and 2016 will 
bring even more!

pastoral care: This year we 
launched the Community of Hope 
at Christ Church Cathedral with a 
trained team of lay “shepherds” who 
are enhancing the work done by 
our Canon Pastor and Pastoral Care 
Coordinator. The Community of Hope 
ensures that all Cathedral parishioners 
are well-supported through life 
transitions and times of need.

Every M
em

ber Canvass | 2016



reaching out to downtown: As thousands of new residents 
move into downtown Houston, Christ Church is reaching out as 
a spiritual home. In 2015, more than 700 downtown residents 
and visitors toured the Cathedral and were introduced to our 
sacred space. We have launched a downtown, pub-based, weekly 
Bible study that regularly attracts newcomers. And this fall we 
will host a cookout in the Bishop’s Courtyard to further introduce 
the Cathedral to those living downtown, plus we have additional 
initiatives to connect with new residents of downtown.

outreach: The Cathedral declares that 
God is in the midst of the city nowhere 
more than through our outreach 
ministries. The Beacon continues to 
restore human dignity and empower 
those who live on the margins of our 
society. Other outreach programs, 
including the Alternative Giving Market 
and Christmas at the Cathedral, put  
our parishioners in direct contact with  
our brothers and sisters in Christ whom 
we serve.

worship: Our Sunday services continue 
to be glorious expressions of worship 
and thanksgiving. Dean Thompson 
has commissioned a task force to plan 
a new worship service that will be 
contemplative, thoughtful, and rooted 
in ancient Christian tradition. Stay 
tuned for the results of the task force’s 
exciting work!
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The Bishop John E. Hines Center for 
Spirituality and Prayer opens late 
this fall as the Cathedral’s newest 
endeavor to declare God in the 
midst of the city. Named to honor 
the legacy of Christ Church Rector, 
Bishop of Texas, and Presiding Bishop 
John E. Hines, the Hines Center will 
offer practices that support spiritual 
growth and appeal to a large cross-
section of individuals coming from 
a broad spectrum of Christian faith. 

Such physical practices will include a 
labyrinth, contemplative prayer, visual 
art, yoga, one-on-one spiritual direction, 
interfaith lectures, film studies, and 
more. Just as the Beacon nourishes 
hungry bodies, the Hines Center will 
nourish hungry souls. It will exist for both 
Cathedral parishioners and those “not 
yet” parishioners. The Hines Center will 
be located adjacent to the Cathedral in 
the Episcopal Health Foundation Building 
at the corner of Prairie and Fannin.

THE BISHOP 
JOHN E. HINES 
CENTER 
FOR SPIRITUALITY 
AND PRAYER



HAVING ENOUGH, WE SHARE ABUNDANTLY 
IN EVERY GOOD WORK

In order faithfully to embody God’s presence in the midst of 
the city, we need the financial support of every parishioner. 
We need to continue our commitment of resources to 
Cathedral ministries. We must also be good stewards of 
our beloved, historic Cathedral campus, which requires 
increased funds each year. Additionally, as we continue to 
enact our Vision Action Plan, we will require more financial 
support.

Last year, 606 parishioner families pledged to the Cathedral 
for a total of $3.1 million. The Vestry anticipates that we need 
$3.25 million in pledges in order to fund the 2016 budget 
fully and responsibly.

That’s a 5 percent increase over last year’s pledge total — 
a reachable goal! We are asking that each parishioner 
prayerfully consider increasing his or her pledge by 
5 percent in 2016. We are also aiming to increase our total 
number of pledges by 5 percent.

We hope you’ll join us. We are excited about what is in 
store for the Cathedral in the coming year, for God is in the 
midst of the city!

Faithfully,
The 2015 Stewardship Council

2 0 1 5  S T E WA R D S H I P  C O U N C I L

MS. KAREN ALSTON 
Minister for Stewardship

MS. KATIE BARNES 
Chair
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BARKLEY S. THOMPSON 
Dean

MR. RICK OGLE

MRS. ANNE BUSHMAN

MR. RISHER RANDALL JR.

MR. BILL CURTIS

MR. TIM RUCH

MR. MIKE HENDRYX

MR. PETER SQUIRE

MR. A. JOHN KNAPP

MRS. ELIZABETH A. SWEIGART



E ACH 
CATHEDRAL 
PARISHIONER 
is asked to pray over, 
complete, and return 
the enclosed pledge 
card during the month 
of October and no later 
than Loyalty Sunday, 
November 15, so that the 
Finance Committee of 
the Vestry can prepare 
the 2016 budget.

RANGE OF 
PLEDGES PLEDGES RECEIVED

2015 ACTUAL 2016 GOAL

$25,000 and above 22 23
$15,000 to 24,999 24 25
$10,000 to 14,999 29 32

$5,000 to 9,999 94 115
$2,000 to 4,999 179 180
$1,000 to 1,999 151 160

$999 and less 107 100

TOTAL 606 635
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Out of an estimated 800 families in the congregation, 194  did not 
pledge in 2015. If more families pledge and do so generously, we will 
be able to expand our mission.



2015 ACTUAL 2016 GOAL

$25,000 and above 22 23
$15,000 to 24,999 24 25
$10,000 to 14,999 29 32

$5,000 to 9,999 94 115
$2,000 to 4,999 179 180
$1,000 to 1,999 151 160

$999 and less 107 100

TOTAL 606 635
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